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Since the spatial turn, somewhere back in the 1970’s, space has been the subject of many
theories from various disciplines. In the last decades architectural discourse became aware of
some of these theories, yet it seems that these discussions are still going on separately. Space
theories have not yet become an inherent part of architecture research and practice, while most
theories of space lack architectural tools that could improve their ability to examine space, using
.more than words

In this Seminar we will explore few streams of space theories and find out how concrete
architectural projects can be analyzed through their perspective. As architecture students, we

are used to classify and categorize architecture through prisms as style, typology and
technology. In this seminar, we will discuss users’ perspectives and everyday life in space: we
will examine how architecture constructs life, producing meanings that are taken for granted
(thus making the environment a mediator and replicator of power relations). We will look for the
individual’s ability to produce and transform space through everyday practices and patterns of
.use

Besides constitutive texts of twentieth-century thinkers (such as Lefebvre, Foucault, De-
Certeau, and Bourdieu), the seminar participants will read contemporary works demonstrating
the ways those theories can contribute to analyzing architectural projects. We will discuss how
concepts such as ”Disciplined space”, or ”Gender hierarchy”, are expressed through
architecture, and analyze architectural projects to find out how they constitute relations and

.meanings
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